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ADMINISTRATIVE INFORMATION AND JOINING INSTRUCTION

7th MOUNTAIN WARFARE CONGRESS

ZAKOPANE, POLAND
26 – 29 OCTOBER 2026

The NATO Mountain Warfare Centre of Excellence (NATO MW COE), in cooperation with the 
General Tadeusz Kościuszko Military University of Land Forces (AWL – Centre of Mountain 
Training), is pleased to welcome you as a participant/speaker at the 7th Mountain Warfare 
Congress, taking place from 26 to 29 October 2026 in Zakopane, Poland.

The Congress will bring together military leaders, operational commanders, subject matter 
experts, academics, and industry representatives to discuss current and future challenges 
related to military operations in mountainous environments under the theme:

“Mountain Warfare: Challenges, Innovation, Cooperation.”

The programme includes expert panel discussions, keynote presentations, networking 
opportunities, and an Industry Day showcasing technologies and capabilities relevant to 
mountain operations.

1. EVENT INFORMATION AND ACCOMMODATION
Congress Date:
26–29 October 2026

Venue: 
Nosalowy Dwór Resort & Spa
Zakopane, Poland

Website:
https://www.nosalowy-dwor.eu
Link Hotele w Zakopanem | Nosalowy Dwór Resort & Spa

Participants are kindly requested to book their accommodation directly with the hotel using the 
dedicated booking link - CLICK HERE TO BOOK.

https://www.nosalowy-dwor.eu/
https://booking.profitroom.com/en/nosalowydworresort1/pricelist/offers/1004018/?check-in=2026-10-26&check-out=2026-10-29&r1_adults=1&codes=AWL2025&source=v7&currency=EUR
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A room allocation has been reserved for Congress participants at the venue hotel. Participants 
are encouraged to make their reservations as early as possible in order to secure 
accommodation under the Congress booking arrangement. Accommodation costs are the 
responsibility of participants unless otherwise specified.

2. REGISTRATION
Participants are kindly requested to confirm their attendance and complete the registration 
process via the NATO Mountain Warfare Centre of Excellence (NATO MW COE) website at 
https://www.mwcoe.org/event/7th-mountain-warfare-congress-poland/ no later than the 
deadline specified on the registration website.
All requested information must be entered in the online registration form and submitted no later 
than the specified registration deadline.

Speakers are additionally requested to provide the title of their lecture, together with a short 
biography and a photograph.

3. SECURITY REQUIREMENTS
The 7th Mountain Warfare Congress is planned as a NATO UNCLASSIFIED event.

For security reasons, all registered participants and speakers are required to wear the 
identification name tags provided by the organizers during the in-processing process at all 
times while attending Congress activities and accessing official event venues.

4. TRAVEL ARRANGEMENTS
Participants are responsible for arranging and funding their travel to and from Poland unless 
otherwise coordinated with the organizers.
The recommended point of entry is the airport:
John Paul II International Airport Kraków–Balice (KRK)

Participants travelling to Zakopane have 2 recommended travel options:
• OPTION 1 – Direct Airport Transfer to Zakopane

The Most Convenient Option
This option is recommended for participants travelling with larger luggage or those wishing to 
avoid transfers.
Long-distance coaches operate directly from Kraków Airport (Balice) to Zakopane.
Carrier: Primarily FlixBus
Travel Time: Approximately 2.5–3 hours
Estimated Cost: 40–80 PLN
Frequency: Several departures daily
The bus stop is located directly outside the Arrivals Terminal.
Participants are strongly encouraged to purchase tickets online in advance, particularly during 
weekends and holiday periods.

• OPTION 2 – Transfer via Kraków City Centre
The Most Flexible Option

https://www.mwcoe.org/event/7th-mountain-warfare-congress-poland/
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If direct coach schedules are not suitable, participants may travel via Kraków city centre. 
Kraków’s railway station and main bus terminal are integrated into a single transportation hub, 
making transfers straightforward and efficient.

• STEP 1: Kraków Airport to Kraków Główny (Main Railway Station)
The recommended option is the Koleje Małopolskie (Lesser Poland Railways) airport train.
The railway station is located directly adjacent to the airport terminal.
Travel Time: Approximately 17 minutes
Estimated Cost: 17 PLN
Frequency: Approximately every 30 minutes
Tickets may be purchased from ticket machines located on the platform or directly from the 
conductor.

• STEP 2: Kraków to Zakopane
Upon arrival at Kraków Główny, participants may choose one of the following transport options:

o Private Minibuses (e.g. Szwagropol, Majer Bus)
Departures are available from the Małopolski Dworzec Autobusowy (MDA), located next to the 
railway station.
Travel Time: Approximately 2 hours 15 minutes
Estimated Cost: 35–40 PLN
Frequency: Departures every 15–30 minutes
Tickets can be purchased directly from the driver or at the station ticket office.

o Coaches (FlixBus)
Departures are available from the MDA Bus Station.
Travel Time: Approximately 2 hours 15 minutes
Estimated Cost: 25–70 PLN
Frequency: Every 1–2 hours
This option generally provides greater comfort and luggage capacity.

o Train (PKP Intercity / Polregio)
Direct train connections operate between Kraków Główny and Zakopane.
Travel Time: Approximately 2 hours 15 minutes to 3 hours
Estimated Cost: 25–70 PLN
Frequency: Approximately 6–10 services daily
This option is particularly recommended during periods of heavy road traffic.

Organizer's Recommendation
Participants arriving on Friday afternoons, weekends, or holiday periods should note that the 
Kraków–Zakopane route ("Zakopianka") often experiences significant traffic congestion.
In such cases, the organizers strongly recommend travelling by train from Kraków Airport to 
Kraków Główny and continuing by train directly to Zakopane. Rail transport operates 
independently of road traffic conditions and provides the most reliable journey times.
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LOCAL TRANSPORTATION
From Zakopane Railway and Bus Station to Nosalowy Dwór Resort & Spa
The official Congress venue, Nosalowy Dwór Resort & Spa, is located approximately 3 
kilometres from Zakopane Railway and Bus Station.
Address:
Nosalowy Dwór Resort & Spa
Droga Oswalda Balzera 21D
34-500 Zakopane
Poland

Participants arriving by train or bus may choose one of the following options:
• OPTION 1 – Taxi / Uber / Bolt

Recommended Option
The fastest and most convenient way to reach the hotel, particularly for participants travelling 
with luggage.
Travel Time: Approximately 7–10 minutes
Estimated Cost: 20–30 PLN
Taxi services are available directly outside the station. Uber and Bolt operate throughout 
Zakopane.

• OPTION 2 – Local Minibuses and Public Transport
Zakopane has an extensive network of private minibuses and municipal buses operating 
throughout the city.
Travel Time: Approximately 15–20 minutes
Estimated Cost: 4–6 PLN
Participants should look for vehicles displaying destinations such as:

• Jaszczurówka
• Cyrhla
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• Morskie Oko
The nearest stops to the venue are:

• Bystre
• Nosal

The hotel is located approximately 100 metres from either stop.

• OPTION 3 – Walking
For participants travelling with light luggage, the venue may also be reached on foot.
Distance: Approximately 3.1 km
Walking Time: Approximately 45–50 minutes
Suggested route:
Jagiellońska Street → Bulwary Słowackiego → Droga Oswalda Balzera
This route passes through some of Zakopane's most scenic areas and may be an enjoyable 
option in favourable weather conditions.

Airport transportation may be arranged for invited speakers and VIP guests upon request and 
subject to prior coordination with the organizing team.

5. DRESS CODE
Congress Sessions

• Military personnel: Battle Dress Uniform (BDU) or national field uniform equivalent
• Civilian participants: Business Casual / Smart Casual attire

Ice-Breaker Reception and Congress Dinner
Military personnel and civilian participants: Smart Casual attire

6. MEALS AND REFRESHMENTS
Coffee breaks and refreshments will be provided throughout the Congress on 27, 28 and 29 
October 2026, in accordance with the final programme.

An Ice-Breaker Reception will be hosted on 26 October 2026.

The Congress Dinner will be hosted by the Host Nation on 27 October 2026.

Hosted lunches will be provided on 27, 28, and 29 October 2026.

Participants are requested to notify the organizers in advance of any dietary restrictions or 
allergies.

7. IN-PROCESSING
All participants are kindly requested to complete in-processing and registration on 26 October 
2026 between 15:00 and 18:45 hrs.

The registration desk will be located in the lobby of the Nosalowy Dwór Resort & Spa.

During in-processing, each participant will receive a welcome package including an event ID 
card and all relevant event information.
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8. REGISTRATION FEE
The Congress Fee is 200.00 EUR per participant. 
Payment may be made either by bank transfer (bank account SI56 0400 0027 7684 654 owner 
NATO MW COE) or via PayPal to the email anja.janzekovic@mwcoe.org (please select the 
option “friends and family”). Detailed payment instructions will be provided to registered 
participants. 
On-site cash payment or credit card payment will also be available during in-processing; 
however, this option is not recommended. Please note that only EUR cash payments will 
be accepted on site.
Receipts will be provided during in-processing.
There is no registration fee for speakers.

9. CURRENCY INFORMATION AND PAYMENT METHODS
The official currency in Poland is the Polish Złoty (PLN). Credit and debit cards are widely 
accepted, and contactless payments are commonly available.
If cash is needed, money can be exchanged at banks, official exchange offices, or withdrawn 
from ATMs.

10. POINTS OF CONTACT
Congress Coordination:
OF-5 Italo Giacomo SPINI
Deputy Director & Chief of Staff
NATO Mountain Warfare Centre of Excellence
E-mail: italo.spini@mwcoe.org

Administrative Coordination:
Mrs Ana Slevec
Protocol Expert/PAO
NATO Mountain Warfare Centre of Excellence
E-mail: ana.slevec@mwcoe.org

The NATO Mountain Warfare Centre of Excellence and the Host Nation, Poland, extend a 
warm welcome to all participants and speakers and look forward to seeing you in Zakopane, 
in October 2026.

Leon HOLC
COL, SVN (A) 

DIRECTOR, NATO MW COE

mailto:anja.janzekovic@mwcoe.org
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