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The NATO Mountain Warfare Centre of Excellence (MW COE) 
is a multi-nationally sponsored entity, which offers recognised 
expertise and experience to the benefit of the Alliance, 
especially in support of its transformation endeavours. The 
NATO MW COE is not part of the NATO Command Structure 
(NCS), but forms part of the wider framework supporting NATO 
Command Arrangements (NCA).

Located in Poljče, a small village in the Gorenjska region, 
Slovenia, the MW COE is a NATO-accredited international military 
institution which provides opportunities to enhance education 
and training, to improve interoperability and capabilities, to 
assist in doctrine development and/or to test and validate 
concepts through experimentation in mountain warfare. 

The NATO MW COE will not duplicate assets and resources, or 
compete with capabilities that already exist within NATO. One 
mandatory purpose of the NATO MW COE is to provide tangible 
improvement to NATO capabilities, thereby adding value. The 
activities of the COE shall be consistent with the NATO efforts.
The establishment of the NATO MW COE contributes to the 
transformation and adaptation of the Alliance’s capabilities, which 
enable its forces to operate better in the mountain environments. 

The NATO MW COE incorporates a professional core that will 
ensure and develop the subject matter expertise to meet the 
requirements of the Mountain Warfare Doctrine and concept 
development. This will enhance the ability of individuals 
and military units to engage in mountain warfare as well 

as the Alliance’s interoperability to operate in mountainous 
environments. 

The NATO MW COE represents the core with the required 
professional skills to develop standardized training. It is 
organized so as to allow the functioning of three pillars: 
Concept Development, Experimentation and Lessons Learned; 
Education and Training; Doctrine and Standardization. 

The Alliance, in cooperation with partners, surveys the future 
combat environments continuously. General future challenges 
are already identified through the Strategic Forsythe Analysis 
and Framework for Future Alliance Operations. The Alliance 
needs to be ready to conduct warfare in specific environments, 
including mountainous areas. Nowadays, operations take place 
in different environments, such as the mountains of Europe, Asia 
and Africa. These operations fall in to three distinct categories 
which are: Combat Operations, Security Operations and Military 
Assistance, which require specific training, readiness, technical 
and other types of equipment, and specific approach in terms 
of doctrine and tactics.

Though being one of the youngest members in the NATO 
COE community, it is a privilege and, at the same time, a 
strong commitment to fulfil the Mission and Vision set by the 
Agreement of the Nations included in the NATO Mountain 
Warfare Centre of Excellence (MW COE). As such, we are proud 
to be a part of the NATO COE’s community, which is a significant 
asset for implementing the NATO efforts.  

GeNerAl ABOuT NATO MOuNTAiN WArfAre CeNTre Of 
exCelleNCe

NATO MOuNTAiN WArfAre CeNTre Of exCelleNCe
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All the Nations that have joined the NATO MW COE, as well as many other 

NATO and Partner nations, have their own highly developed national 

mountain warfare capabilities. As part of the NATO MW COE concept, it is our 

task to develop these capabilities ready to be used in the NATO operations.

The Centre will, through implementing the NATO MW COE Programme of 

Work, strive for meeting and setting standards. We will continue to foster 

interoperability with the goal to upgrade the knowledge on mountain 

warfare already existing at the national level and also within NATO, and 

integrating it into the Alliance and Partnerships.

We are strongly convinced that all of this would not be possible without 

qualified and dedicated staff members, who put great effort in contributing 

to the promotion and operation of the NATO MW COE, and sharing their 

subject matter expertise.

MiSSiON AND ViSiON
The Mission of the NATO MW COE is to assist NATO member countries, 

partners, other countries and international organisations, in order to 

enhance mountain warfare capabilities through the following core areas:

•  Development of the MW-specific Doctrine and tactics;

•  Concept development and experimentation;

•  Mountain warfare lessons learned process;

•  Education and training;

•  Support to capability development;.

The vision of the NATO MW COE is to be the hub for mountain warfare 

expertise in the NATO community.

COL Alberto Zamboni, ITA
NATO MW COE Deputy Director / COS

COL Boštjan Blaznik, SVN
NATO MW COE Director
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OrGANiZATiON AND STruCTure    

In accordance with the Operational MOU, the Steering 
Committee (SC) was established by the Sponsoring Nations 
(SNs) under the permanent chairmanship of the Framework 
Nation (FN). The NATO MW COE Director is responsible 
to and reports to the SC. The SC provides tasking to the 
Director as well as direction, guidance and advice for the 
effective execution of his mission, including the Centre’s 
Management.

There is no direct command and control relationship between 
the NATO MW COE and the NATO Command Structure. Nor 
is there any command and control relationship between 
the FN and the NATO MW COE. Respective relationships 

of the NATO MW COE are set out by MOU and appropriate 
arrangements. Taking into consideration that the overall 
responsibility for the COEs coordination, employment, and 
concept and capability development within NATO lies with 
the HQ Supreme Allied Command Transformation (SACT), 
the SNs establish a clear functional relationship with the HQ 
SACT. 

The HQ SACT forwards requests (RFS) from NATO for the 
NATO MW COE services and products. The NATO MW COE 
responds to them after they have been approved by the SC, 
and included as activities in the Centre’s Annual Programmes 
of Work (POW).

STEERING COMMITTEE

DIRECTOR

CSEL / DIRECTOR‘S 
ASSISTANT

DEPUTY DIRECTOR / 
CHIEF OF STAFF

DIRECTOR΄S GROUP

DOCTRINE AND 
STANDARDIZATION 

BRANCH

TRAINING AND 
EDUCATION 

BRANCH

SUPPORT 
BRANCH

CONCEPT DEVELOPMENT, 
EXPERIMENTATION AND 

LESSONS LEARNED BRANCH

NATO MOuNTAiN WArfAre CeNTre Of exCelleNCe
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CHAlleNGeS AND OPPOrTuNiTieS Of THe NATO 
MOuNTAiN WArfAre CeNTre Of exCelleNCe 

The NATO members have reached a decision to support the 
establishment of the Mountain Warfare Centre of Excellence, 
which was also verified adequately and accredited at the end 
of 2015. By a Decision of the Government, the Republic of 
Slovenia, as the Framework Nation (FN), has committed itself 
to ensure the proper infrastructure and a majority part of the 
Centre’s personnel structure. With regard to mountaineering 
history, tradition, and the level of competency of the Slovenian 
Army’s members, the Republic of Slovenia has presented a 
credible country for the execution of this task for the Alliance.

By signing the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU), 
Romania, as the first additional Sponsoring Nation (SN), 
shall be joining Slovenia, Germany, Italy, Croatia, and Austria. 
Discussions on inclusion have been taking place with some 
other allied and partner countries as well. Namely, in the 
following two years, at least two more countries shall certainly 
be included into the Centre. 

An analysis of the existent forms and structures related to 
Mountain Warfare has shown that the decision of the Alliance 
on the establishment of a specialised institution has been 
legitimate. Individual countries have, namely, well-developed 
capabilities of Mountain Warfare, which are used effectively 
within the national contingents in different areas of interest. In 
contrast, the multinational capabilities, posted to the mountain 
areas, operate mainly on the basis of National Standards. 
Ensuring an appropriate level of compatibility of individual 
elements is, therefore, extremely demanding, often reflected 

in the concrete problems of coordination on the battlefield. 
The hierarchy of the NATO Standards addresses the area only 
in some individual elements, which does not meet the needs 
of all the Commanders-in-Chief. The Centre was established, 
inter alia, in order to fulfil the above-mentioned deficit and to 
develop the necessary Standards. In doing so, the Centre will 
have an impact on the connectivity and, thus, enable more 
efficient and optimised operation of the multinational allied 
forces in the Mountain Warfare conditions. Moreover, in this 
way, the Centre follows its vision actively, that is to operate as 
a central institution for the development of Mountain Warfare 
and, therefore, support the NATO, Partner and other Nations, 
as well as the international organisations, with the intention 
to improve the Mountain Warfare capabilities. 

The Centre was inaugurated solemnly in 2015, by the 
President of the Republic of Slovenia, Mr Borut Pahor. 
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During the period, the Centre has succeeded in establishing 
important relations – both domestic and international. A 
formalised cooperation with the Faculty of Social Sciences, 
Faculty of Sport, Faculty of Organisational Sciences, the 
Slovenian Association of Mountain Soldiers, and the Alpine 
Association of Slovenia, brings broad possibilities of additional 
support in the development of contents. These organisations, 
which shall be joined by some other organisations from 
Slovenia and abroad in 2017, bring added value with their 
plentiful array of knowledge, experience, and capabilities. 
Namely, the Centre, due to its special position, has an 
outstanding opportunity to connect directly with the suitable 
institutions.

In an international context, the Centre has been very active 
as regards the presentation of its work to the Ambassadors, 
military diplomatic representatives, and Allied Headquarters. 
Cooperation with the above mentioned enables an insight 
into the actual needs of the Mountain Warfare capabilities’ 
development. Thus, the Centre has already established 
successfully a tighter cooperation with the NATO Headquarters 
Allied Land Command (HQ LANDCOM). Moreover, the Centre 

is becoming the operator of the civil and military seminars` 
execution with international participation. One of the most 
notable events was an active cooperation at the eighth 
European Symposium on the influences of heights and lower 
oxygen environment exposure to the human capabilities. This 
is an example when the presented scientific achievements 
from the civil field can be included efficiently into building 
the Mountain Warfare capabilities.

Over the most recent period, the escalation of the intensity 
of cooperation between NATO and the European Union 
has become a highly topical issue. The Centre of Excellence 
has established contents focused cooperation with the EU 
Initiative on the training and a common set of Mountain 
Warfare capabilities (European Union Mountain Training 
Initiative – EU MTI), providing an example of integration of 
the interests and goals of the EU and NATO. 

With the purpose of standardizing the contents and 
influencing the possible common cooperation in the future, 
the Centre has been linking itself intensively also with the 
NATO Partner Nations. 
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The scope of activities and their contents are directed and 
confirmed by the Steering Committee, composed of the 
members of the Sponsoring Nations or Contributing Partners 
of the NATO Mountain Warfare Centre of Excellence.

The most important step of the Centre of Excellence has 
been made in the field of Standardization. The Centre, based 
on a preliminary study, proposed formally to the NATO the 
preparation of a harmonised Standard for training in Mountain 
Warfare, which was received very positively and supported 
further by other Nations. Thus, the Centre has been designated 
as the Trustee of the Standard development, meaning the 
Centre is already recognised and is becoming a doctrinaire 
Mountain Warfare juncture. The product will evolve for two 
years and, in the meantime, several events will take place in 
Slovenia and abroad that will join experts from various fields 
of work. The final establishment of the product within the 
Alliance will present a starting point for further development 
of this in the past somewhat neglected NATO field.

The doctrinaire development is based on the principle of 
current tasks` solving with the aid of the capabilities available 
within the Alliance. In its documents are included the lessons-

learned and tested practices available to the planning and 
commanding structures. In order to support the aim, the 
Centre connected itself with adequate institutions, academic 
level and industry in the national and international levels. 
In addition to that, projects were launched supported by 
experiments intended to achieve connectivity in three 
fundamental fields of operation in the mountains: movement, 
survival, and combat. 

Every profession needs a central guiding idea, a concept, 
which, to some extent, provides for the developments in 
the future in order to develop the field further. The Centre of 
Excellence has already included itself actively into one of the 
steps of the NATO Defence Planning Process, reflected in the 
strategically politic guidelines for the future. On this basis, the 
Centre has started to develop the Mountain Warfare Concept 
aiming at an approximate outline of the development 
direction in the coming decades. Namely, associated with 
this, are various possible presumptions, among which we do 
not forget the expected problems of the human race with the 
climate changes and natural resources, where the correlation 
with the mountain areas has been confirmed scientifically.
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MOuNTAiN WArfAre STANDArDiZATiON WiTHiN NATO 

INITIAL STUDY
In order to analyse current and future needs of Strategic 
Commanders in the field of Mountain Warfare expertise, the 
NATO MW COE has prepared an initial study of Mountain 
Warfare within NATO. It presents a collection, a synthesis 
of existing doctrinal material, interlaced with findings and 
conclusions pointing to working opportunities in the future. 
The purpose of this product is also challenging the 
land operations community of interest to respond with 
comments, proposals and ideas which could assist in 
the identification of relevant gaps and shortfalls. Open 
discussions will contribute significantly to working efforts 
focused on the coherence of Standards within NATO. 

The process has to be consistent with existing Standards and 
synchronised with other activities in the field of Mountain 
Warfare. The present study provides a starting point for 
experts, institutions and units who are entering this field 
of expertise. Any change to the doctrinal basis initiates 
effects through all levels of planning, decision making and 
conducting military activities. For that reason understanding 
of the existing doctrinal basis is a prerequisite for further 
improvements, with risks to doctrinal coherence minimised. 
Military operations and conflicts can also take place in harsh 
and hostile environments such as the mountains and deep 
valleys. The Alliance is already aware of the importance of 
overcoming some identified shortfalls and gaps related to 
specific training and proper readiness. 
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Through the Mountain Warfare within NATO, Initial Study, all 
actors of interest will have a better idea of the complex and 
comprehensive processes when dealing with the problem 
referred to as Mountain Warfare.

Mountain Warfare within the NATO Initial Study is focused on 
the Land Domain, although it involves joint perspectives as 
well. To achieve the desired end state, a short theoretical and 
historical Chapter is provided at the beginning. It is important 
to understand some basic principles, which have been 
proven through history and are still valid. Some historical facts 
are out of time due to technical development and significant 
changes within society.

The purpose is the collection of existing MW-related doctrinal 
material which is currently in use by NATO. It can be used 
as a familiarization tool for newcomers to this field, or as an 
introduction before continuing further, advanced exploration 
and research.

Existing Standards within the Land Domain assure and 
synchronise most of the activities to optimise land operations. 
There is just a small grey area, which is yet about to become 
much greater one in the near future, that is negotiating the 
mountains. Many Standards touch this field, but somehow 
neglect it, as seen through a detailed analysis of existing 
NATO publications. Terminology, training, capabilities, joint 
operations involving Mountain Warfare, are some main 
areas which were reconsidered in this publication. The final 
conclusion appeared as it was predicted: There is a need, 
and there is an opportunity. Thus, the first step towards the 
top of the mountain has been taken. 
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MILITARY CLASSIFICATION OF MOUNTAINS

The main purpose of the Military Classification of Mountains 
study is raising issues that should be taken into consideration 
when planning military operations in the mountains. 

Classification of mountains is dealt with in a variety of 
geographical sources but, in most cases, they are presented 
in a general way and are, therefore, in most cases, of limited 
use for military purposes. The authors are initiating further 
discussions on a standardized classification, a tool which 
assists in the planning and conducting of future military 
mountain operations. This study does not set a specific 
Standard.

The descriptive method serves as a basis for the study. 
Comparisons of already existing solutions and approaches 
are introduced while conducting the research. 

Synthesis and generalization of relevant national approaches 
is complex, but needed when preparing doctrinal 
documents for NATO. 

The study results in a proposal of mountain classification, 
which might be used in the process of terrain analysis 
before the deployment of troops. Terrain effects on troops 
are influenced by altitude, relief, climate and type of land 
exploitation. Deploying capabilities above a certain altitude 
in mountains is affected by many factors. Some are related 
to hypoxia and must be included into the planning of 
operations due to the high risk imposed on soldiers’ health 
and their performance. 

Classification of mountains into five classes, three categories 
of mountains and three levels of effects represent an 
assisting option in this process. 

Especially, commanders and staff personnel who were 
not involved in mountain operations in their previous 
deployments, need essential facts presented in a short and 
simple way to find them useful and to incorporate them into 
plans. In addition, such a tool should make decision makers 
better aware of the specifics of mountainous environments.  
Of course, additional discussions are necessary within NATO 
and the Partnership Community to reach the final goal.
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TERMINOLOGY WITHIN MOUNTAIN WARFARE

When talking about hills, low or high mountains – do we 
all envisage the same? Do we really know the difference 
between low, high and extremely high mountains? Is it 
just the height? You can ask 10 people and you will get 10 
different answers.

To conduct an operation in the most optimised way, a good 
terrain analysis is one of the first steps which need to be made, 
so as to determine the battlefield and its environmental 
effects. Environmental constraints such as climate, weather 
or terrain, etc., can limit the usefulness of some capabilities. 
To define and to determine any environment, we need 
approved terminology. The NATO MW COE is preparing a 
set of terms about mountainous environments including 
a detailed description and explanation. This could help 
commanders in making a proper terrain analysis and 
predicting its real effects.

The intent of the first Terminology Workshop within 
Mountain Warfare, to be held in April 2017, is to find and 
develop basics for the further development of Mountain 
Warfare publications. Its purpose is to figure out needed 
common MW terminology and focus on terms which are not 
defined and/or maybe have different meanings in national 
publications (mountains, mountainous terrain, mountains’ 
classification, mountain chain, height, altitude vs. elevation, 
terrain classification, etc., in particular the aspects and 
criteria to be used in classification).

This will be the first event within NATO covering the MW 
terminology area.
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MOUNTAIN WARFARE EDUCATION AND TRAINING PUBLICATION  

As part of land operations, Mountain Warfare (MW) represents 
a specific field that calls for additional attention within NATO 
and its partners. In spring 2016, the NATO MW COE prepared a 
Standardization proposal, related to Mountain Warfare Training 
and Education standardization publication – Study 6525 - 
ATrainP-6.

Significant defence budget cuts within NATO in the past are 
reflected in current modifications and reductions of MW 
capabilities, which have been accomplished differently by 
the Nations. As part of the transformation process, some 
of them have been adjusted through a changed manning 
policy, modified procurement of special equipment, and also 
new approaches to education and training programmes. 
In general, specialized capabilities ensure a significant 
advantage and operational agility in warfare, but only when 
they are prepared in compliance with common Standards and 
specific requirements of operation. The development of the 
MW capabilities must be in line with the Strategic Foresight 
Analysis and the Framework for Future Alliance Operations.

At this moment, most of the specialised mountain training is 
organised within national domains. Each of them has developed 
a system which fulfils National Standards. However, despite being 
recognised as very well-trained and effective, they encounter 
difficulties and obstacles within the international environment. 
The MW Training Publication will join knowledge, which 
could be used at planning levels as well as for commanding 
MW units. It would also serve as guidance to curriculum 
developers in order to plan and conduct MW-related training; 

courses and exercises. To focus on MW-related peculiarities 
using standardized language, procedures and understanding 
would give a high value to the Alliance and its Partners. It would 
also remove an evident gap and establish links to existing 
NATO publications. The above-mentioned publication would 
be beneficial to MW-related capabilities, training institutions 
and units in their pre-deployment preparation phase. Task 
Force and other commanders will get a framework, which 
should be used to understand better the MW specifics and 
the related requirement for specialized training for mountain 
troops and forces in the pre-deployment stage. 

Validation and the approval procedure of the proposal 
were completed by November 2016, by Standardization 
Task, approved by MC JSB. Positive response from nations 
confirmed the high necessity of the proposed publication, 
intended to increase interoperability in Mountain Warfare.

The Standard will provide NATO and Partner Nations with 
a coherent publication forming a common basis for the 
education and training of formations, units, sub-units, and 
staffs, in order to enhance interoperability during NATO-
led multinational mountain operations. This Standard will 
support the development of specific capabilities within the 
Joint Manoeuvre - Land and Joint Fires - Land capability areas.

The next step is to form a Working Group under NTG. Within 
two years from now the Final Draft will undergo the ratification 
and promulgation process. With rich knowledge available by 
Nations willing to participate, the task shouldn’t be too hard.
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CONCePT DeVelOPMeNT exPeriMeNTATiON AND 
leSSONS-leArNeD   

The main goal of the NATO MW COE Concept Development 
Experiments and Lessons Learned Branch is to explore 
solutions or alternatives to current limitations and future 
opportunities, as well as implications based on Lessons 
Learned and best practices in the field of Mountain Warfare 
in order to improve related Alliance capabilities and 
procedures. This would enhance NATO forces’ efficiency and 
sustainment in mountainous environments.  

The main challenge for troops in mountainous terrain is 
how to move, survive and fight. In this regard, the NATO 
MW COE in 2016 launched successfully a set of survivability 
and mobility related projects in order to increase the level of 
sustainability in mountainous environments. 

An inter-related package of Physical Fitness, Food Provision 
and High-Altitude Effect projects will mutually enhance 
the soldiers’ performance in mountainous environments. 
It is crucial to establish how physical preparation and 
nutrition can affect the soldiers’ activities in mountainous 
environment, especially in conjunction with high altitude. 
Marching, per se, is one of the most important skills in which 
mountain soldiers should be trained at the highest possible 
level of performance. Interim results in the framework of the 
Physical Fitness project show that that the best prediction of 
individual performance was obtained by the combination 
of oxygen consumption during marching (Vo2) and the 
energetic cost of marching (Cw). By using these two 
predictors, the performance of a particular soldier could be 

estimated and the appropriate type of predominant training 
may be selected.
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In the framework of the High-Altitude Effect project, 
the eighth European Hypoxia Symposium has been co-
organised with the Slovenian Faculty of Sport.  It is crucial 
to understand those effects in order to conduct military 
activities in mountainous environments. The atmospheric 
changes of pressure and available oxygen at high altitudes 
cause physiological changes, which attempt to ensure 
that the body gets enough oxygen. High altitudes are also 
characterised by cold strong winds, intense solar and UV 
radiation, deep snow, raging thunderstorms, heavy fog, and 
rapidly changing weather.

Mountain Warfare Battle Dress Uniform (MW BDU) will 
determine appropriate combinations, rules and regulations of 
using clothing layers for activities performed in mountainous 
environments during summer and winter time. The first 
experiment was oriented to the underwear materials’ testing 
including weight, thermal insulation characteristics, humidity 
transfer characteristics and time of drying. 

The Electric Mountain Bicycle (EMTB) project determines 
the usefulness and endurance of electric mountain bicycles 
in the field of MW in comparison with manually-powered 
mountain bicycles. As part of the project, improvement of 
mobility and tactics has also been considered. Cycling on the 
mountain EBIKE was faster, more efficient, and less energy-
consuming, especially when riding uphill. The EMTB could be 
used for movements of individuals, small groups or squads 
(light infantry, signal troops, medical troops, and supply 
troops), reconnaissance and surveillance tasks, patrolling, 
seizing strategic/decisive points, performing defence and 
delaying tasks, conducting raids and demolition tasks.

NATO MOuNTAiN WArfAre CeNTre Of exCelleNCe
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New survivability related projects will be launched in 2017. 
Personal, combat and unit special mountain equipment will 
define possibilities of how equipment could be reduced 
in terms of weight, as well as volume, develop the task 
tailored kits of personal and collective mountaineering 
technical equipment and recommend minimum acceptable 
equipment weight per soldier in order to be ready for 
tactical activities in the mountains enabling MW units’ full 
independency for tactical acting.

An Energy Sustainability project will find out how to increase 
the energy sustainability of MW Units; the focus will be on 
portable solar panels and portable wind turbines and their 
usefulness and endurance in mountainous areas.

Avalanche risk management will determine a unified 
avalanche dangerous scale, snow stability test methods 
and snow research procedures, suitable for different 
environments’ of the world’s mountains, a framework for 
avalanche risk assessment and mitigation during NATO 
operations, guidelines and resources for advanced planning 
of military activities on avalanche terrain during NATO 
operations, avalanche risk management capability and 
unified rescuing procedures/self-protection measures.

The future plan is to explore other advanced mobile 
capabilities, which could be beneficial for NATO. It is envisaged 
that the CDE Branch will be oriented to mobility in order 
to improve carrying heavy loads with (semi) autonomous 
systems.  Other areas of improvements are dedicated to the 
drones (UAVs), targeting (target detection and recognition), 
night vision and thermal systems, sensoring (in terms of 
troop’s protection) and Combat Management Systems (C2).

The main focus in 2016 in the field of MW Lessons Learned 
(LL) was the establishment of an MW LL Community of 
interest (COI). An LL Portal has been created on the NATO MW 
COE web page in order to support NATO’s and the Nations’ 
approach to Mountain Warfare. LL Guidance has been 
issued with the purpose of describing the organisation and 
functioning of the Lessons Learned Process in the NATO MW 
COE. In 2017, the main focus will be MW LL COI expansion 
and the development of an MW LL Database.
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TrAiNiNG AND eDuCATiON 

The main focus of activities and work performed by the 
Education and Training Branch (ET) was given to the study 
of different training programmes related to Mountain 
Warfare (MW). A series of familiarization visits to National 
Military Mountain Schools in Italy, Austria and Slovenia 
provided a great opportunity to learn about different 
Training Programmes and approaches to MW topics. In 
addition to that, relations were established with top experts 
of International Military Mountain Schools, which will be 
very beneficial and helpful for the ET Branch’s future work. 

Four different draft Training Programs (Training Programme 
for Helicopter Rescuers, Programme of Functional Military-
Professional Training of the Military Mountaineering, 
Programme of Functional Military-Professional Training for 
the Mountain Warfare Instructor and Catalogue of Specialist 
Individual Skills) were developed and were, or are, about to be 
submitted for revision to the other NATO MW COE branches. 

In the past year, members of the ET Branch attended courses 
at the NATO School in Oberammergau where they were able 
to gain knowledge and skills related to NCO instructor work 
and NATO Global Programming. These courses proved to be 
highly beneficial and, as a result, attending these courses 
will be continued in 2017.

A Mobile Training Team (MTT) organised and conducted MW 
training in Montenegro for their Armed Forces mountain 
units. During this event, NATO MW COE SMEs transferred 

their knowledge and practical experience successfully. 
These capabilities could also be beneficial for NATO and PfP 
countries also in the near future. Considering this event as a 
best practice, a similar event is planned to be organised in 
Croatia in the 2017.

NATO MOuNTAiN WArfAre CeNTre Of exCelleNCe
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The ET branch is participating actively in the EU Mountain 
Training Initiative (MTI) activities which are taking place 
in different European countries. The NATO MW COE is a 
permanent partner of MTI. 

One of the most prominent events among the several 
planned activities and duties in 2017, are two one-week 
Seminars, which will be held in autumn 2017. The first 
seminar will be the MW SMEs Exchange of Information and 
the second one the NATO Mountain Operations Seminar. 
The NATO MW SMEs Exchange of Information is a Seminar 
designed for NATO and Partner Nations, requiring particular 
knowledge and skills necessary to operate safely and 
efficiently in the complex terrain and climatic conditions 
of the mountain environment. The main effort of the NATO 
Mountain Operations Seminar is to provide COM, J3, J5 and 
other staff senior leaders at TF, SECTOR or FORCE level with 
MW-related topics. Feedback received both from attendees 
and instructors at the end of Seminar will be used to improve 
future Seminars.

Working visits to different National and International MW 
organisations with the purpose of gathering examples 
of best practice in the area of a military mountain ET will 
remain one of the main future activities.
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lOCATiON  
The NATO MW COE is located in Poljče, a small village near the settlement of Begunje na Gorenjskem, Slovenia.

Distances from the NATO MW COE to Slovenia’s capital, borders, barracks:

Ljubljana     52 km 

Bohinjska Bela Barracks    15 km

Pokljuka Training Centre    29 km

The Karavanke Tunnel at the Austrian border             22 km

Italian border      46 km

Ljubljana Airport                    32 km

NATO MOuNTAiN WArfAre CeNTre Of exCelleNCe
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The facility provides all the conditions necessary for the effective operation of the NATO MW COE, namely lodging and 

accommodation, multiple training opportunities, good traffic connections, etc.
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CONTACT iNfOrMATiON  

MW COE Head Office:  
T: 00386 (0) 4 532 3610

E: info@mwcoe.org

   

Web page: www.mwcoe.org

Photos and text published in the brochure is taken from NATO MW COE publications. Photos used are symbolic, from the NATO MW COE archive or open web source.

MW COE Director:
COL Boštjan BLAZNIK: 

T: 00386 (0) 4 532 3801

M: 00386 (0) 41 789 262

E: bostjan.blaznik@mwcoe.org

MW COE Deputy Director / 
Chief of Staff:
COL Alberto ZAMBONI: 

T: 00386 (0) 4 532 3631

M: 00386 (0) 30 211 072

E: alberto.zamboni@mwcoe.org

Mountain Warfare Centre of Excellence
Poljče 27
4275 Begunje na Gorenjskem
Slovenia

NATO MOuNTAiN WArfAre CeNTre Of exCelleNCe
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NATO MOuNTAiN WArfAre 
CeNTre Of exCelleNCe
Poljče 27 
SI-4275 BEGUNJE NA GORENJSKEM 
SLOVENIA

Phone: +386 4 532 3610
E-mail: info@mwcoe.org
www.mwcoe.org




